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App Description
Bez (a nod to Pierre Bézier’s eponymous curve) is a friendly vector graphics editor that makes it easy to create beautiful and precise art on your iPad and iPad Pro. With full support for Slide Over, Split View, Smart Keyboard, and Apple Pencil, Bez is a flexible and professional tool for designing high-quality illustrations.
The free version of Bez enables you do almost everything, and a single in-app purchase unlocks these additional features:
· High quality output to PNG and SVG
· Import and export documents to services like iCloud and Dropbox
· Import SVG, OTF, TTF, and ASE files
· Copy alpha images to the clipboard
Included features:
· Designed for touch, Smart Keyboard, and Apple Pencil
· Interactive tools for creating new shapes and easily editing corners, curves, and line segments
· Support for multiple styles (strokes, fills, and shadows) per object
· Rotate, scale, and translate objects interactively or by entering numeric values
· Unlimited layers and groups for flexible document organization
· Full undo and redo support for worry-free editing
· Snap to objects, a grid, or individual pixels, and use smart guides for accurate spacing
· Symbol library for storing common shapes
· Shape alignment and distribution tools
· Boolean shape operations like combine, subtract, intersect, and exclude
· Pan and zoom up to 4,096% for precise edits
Background
Bez began as a feature exploration for Halftone 2. Halftone 2 users frequently request a way to edit the WHAM, BAM, and POW-style sound effects that are commonly found in comic books. Unfortunately, while these sound effects look like they’re just simple fonts, most of them are actually created by professional comic book artists using high-end software like Adobe Illustrator. The initial prototype of Bez was an attempt to make the creation of these effects as easy as possible on a mobile device.
Over time, it became clear that a powerful tool is required to create these effects, and Bez went from a relatively simple “titling” app to a full-featured vector graphics editor.
Bez is the culmination of 12 months of full-time indie development.
Touch-First Vector Editing
Working with vector graphics inevitably involves editing curved and straight line segments. With most desktop applications, there are many tools and modes that are dedicated to this task. Bez has been designed to take advantage of natural gestures so that common operations can be performed without switching between multiple tools and modes. Because these features are based on gestures, they also work very well with the Apple Pencil.
For example, while curves can be modified by manipulating traditional control points, they can also be molded by simply dragging along their paths. Straight line segments can easily be repositioned by dragging anywhere along the segment.
SVG
The most common vector graphics format is Scalable Vector Graphics (or SVG), and Bez can both import and export SVG with the Unlock Everything in-app purchase. This robust format is handled by a custom SVG parser and Document Object Model (or DOM) that was originally written for Halftone 2’s vector graphics support. To provide a sense of what went into the creation of the parser, when exporting, all element attributes are sorted in a human-friendly order so that the most-frequently-used attributes show up first in the exported SVG. This makes it easy to use the exported SVG with other tools.
iPad & iPad Pro App
Bez runs on any iOS 9-compatible iPad and takes advantage of the optional Apple Pencil and Smart Keyboard.
Juicy Bits
Founded in 2009, Juicy Bits is a small company that produces unique, freshly squeezed software for mobile devices. Their Layout app was named by Apple as one of the best photo apps of 2012, and Halftone, with over 2.5 million user downloads, was named by Apple as one of the best photo apps as part of App Store Rewind 2011. Halftone 2, an Apple Editors' Choice, was also selected for the App Store Best of 2013.
Related Links
· Bez-specific page: http://www.juicybitssoftware.com/bez/
· Twitter: @JuicyBits
· Founder’s personal blog: http://blog.mikeswanson.com/



